
How To Make A Gift To Fair Oaks 
Presbyterian Church

WILL

I t  is  real ly  very  easy.  The 
f i rst  s tep is  to  have a  wi l l  
prepared,  and you wi l l  need 
an at torney to  help you do 
that .  Once you have a  wi l l    
there are  a  number of  
general ly  accepted ways to  
make a  bequest  to  the church 
wi th  sample c lauses for  
insert ion into your  wi l l .  You 
might  d iscuss them with  
your  at torney as you prepare 
or  update  your  wi l l .

We hope you' l l  te l l  the 
Church when you have named 
the Church in  your  wi l l .  The 
Church would very  much l ike  
the opportuni ty  to  thank you 
for  your  generosi ty .  

I f  you prefer  to  remain 
anonymous,  your  g i f t  wi l l  be  
kept  complete ly  conf ident ia l .  
But  at  the same t ime,  
recogni t ion of  your  g i f t  can 
encourage others to  do the 
same.  Whatever  the case,  
the Church wi l l  honor  your  
wishes,  because we 
appreciate  your  support  
immensely .

A gi f t  wi thout condi t ions 
wi l l  be used for  the most 
pressing needs of  the 
Church.  I f  you have a 
special  purpose for  your 
gi f t ,  contact  the Church to 
ensure that  your wishes 
are honored.

Specif ic bequest
This  is  a  g i f t  o f  a  spec i f i c  i tem to  a  spec i f i c  benef ic ia ry .  

SAMPLE CLAUSE: I  g ive  my l ibrary o f  re l ig ious  books to  Fa i r  Oaks  
Presbyter ian  Church.  

I f  tha t  spec i f i c  p roper ty  has  been d isposed o f  before dea th ,  the  beques t  
fa i l s  and no c la im can be made to  any o ther  p roper ty .  ( In  o ther  words ,  the  
Church wou ldn ’ t  rece ive  the  va lue o f  the  l ib rary  ins tead. )

General unrestricted bequest
This  is  usua l ly  a  g i f t  o f  a  s ta ted sum of  money to be used for  genera l  
church purposes.  I t  w i l l  no t  f a i l ,  even  i f  t he re  i s  no t  su f f i c i en t  cash  to  mee t  
the  bequest .

SAMPLE CLAUSE: I  g ive $             t o  Fai r  Oaks Presbyter ian Church to  be  
used a t  the  d iscre t ion  o f  the  Sess ion.

I f  t he re  i s  no t  enough  cash  in  the  es ta te  to  cover  the  beques t ,  o the r  asse ts  
must  be  so ld  to  sa t is fy  the  bequest .

General restricted bequest
This  is  a  bequest  made on cond i t ion  tha t  i t  must  be used for  a  spec i f i c  
purpose by  the Church.  

SAMPLE CLAUSE: I  g ive $             t o  Fa i r  Oaks Presbyter ian Church to  be  
used for  the  so le  and exc lus ive  purpose o f  purchas ing a i r  
cond i t ion ing for  the  S anctuary  and Nar thex  and fo r  n o  
o ther  purpose.  

Aga in  i t  w i l l  no t  fa i l  even  i f  there  i s  no t  su f f i c ien t  cash  to  meet  the  beques t .  
I f  the re  i s  no t  enough cash  in  the  es ta te  to  honor  the  beques t ,  o ther  asse ts  
must  be  so ld  to  sa t is fy  the  bequest .

Contingent bequest 
A cont ingent  bequest  i s  spec i f i c  in  nature and fa i l s  i f  the  cond i t ion  is  not  
met  and is  f requent ly  used i f  you want  to  name the church as a secondary  
benef ic ia ry ,  in  case  your  p r imary  benef ic ia ry  doesn ' t  su rv ive  you .  There  a re  
a number  o f  ways to  wr i te  c lauses o f  th is  type and you should  work w i th  
your  a t to rney,  bu t  one type o f  sample  c lause is  as  fo l lows.  

SAMPLE CLAUSE: I  g i ve  $             t o  m y  s is ter  Dor i s  on cond i t ion  tha t  she  
surv ives  me and,  in  the  event  she predeceases me,  then to  
Fa i r  Oaks Presbyter ian  Church .



Residuary bequest
Th is  i s  a  g i f t  o f  a l l  the  " res t ,  res idue  and  remainder "  o f  your  es ta te  a f te r  a l l  
o ther  bequests ,  debts  and taxes  have been pa id .  For  example ,  you own  
proper ty  wor th  $500,000,  and you in tend to  g ive a ch i ld  $             by 
spec i f i c  bequest  and leave the  res t  to  the  church  th rough a res iduary  
bequest .  I f  the  debts ,  taxes  and expenses are  $100,000,  there wou ld  on ly  
be  $400,000 le f t  fo r  the  ch i ld  and the  church.   

SAMPLE CLAUSE: I  g i ve  a l l  my  res iduary  es ta te ,  be ing a l l  rea l  and persona l  
proper ty ,  wherever  s i tua ted,  in  wh ich  I  may  have any  
in teres t  a t  the  t ime o f  my death  not  o therwise e f fec t ive ly  
d isposed o f ,  bu t  no t  inc lud ing any proper ty  over  wh ich I  
have a power  o f  appo in tment ,  to  Fa i r  Oaks  Presby ter ian  
Church.

Honorary or memorial  bequest
This  is  a  g i f t  g iven " in  honor  o f "  o r  " in  memory o f "  someone.  The Church  
w i l l  be p leased to  honor  your  request  and  has  many ways  to  g ran t  
appropr ia te  recogn i t ion .  

SAMPLE CLAUSE: I  g ive  $             t o  Fa i r  Oaks Presbyter ian Church i n  
memory  o f                  .

Endowed bequest
This  bequest  a l lows you to  res t r i c t  the  pr inc ipa l  o f  your  g i f t ,  requ i r ing t he  
Church to  ho ld  the  funds  permanent ly  and use on ly  the  inves tment  income 
they genera te .  Creat ing an endowment  in  th is  manner  means tha t  your  g i f t  
can cont inue g iv ing inde f in i te ly .  The Church does not  ye t  have a n  
Endowment  Fund and ins t ruc t ions  on  how to  make  an  endowed beques t  w i l l  
be  fo r thcoming.  

I t  i s  impor tan t  to  consu l t  w i th  a  lawyer  or  o ther  p ro fess iona l  es ta te  p lanner  
when dec id ing to  make a bequest  in  your  w i l l ,  because the in format ion  i n  
th is  pub l ica t ion  is  not  in tended as lega l  adv ice.  For  lega l  adv ice consu l t  an  
a t torney.


